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ABOVE: Mike Smith poses with junior |||
Alex Otero and sophomore Megan Fish-
er in the cafeteria after the assembly.

By Brianna Conley
Class of 2015

Clad in a “Dude-Be-Nice” beanie,
numerous arm tattoos, a black “Oma-
ha: We don’t coast” t-shirt and shaggy
shoulder-length hair, Mike Smith fit-
tingly looks exactly like what his job
title suggests: a “Professional Teen-
ager.” This thirty-year-old teenager,
however, does not live in his parents’
basement. Rather, in addition to be-
ing a motivational speaker, he is the
CEO of two non-profit organizations,
the creator and producer of “The Har-

bor TV,” and promoter for popular
skater clothing brands. As Mr. Smith
took the Walpole High School audito-
rium stage on March 26 for four sepa-
rate assemblies (one for each student
class), he recounted the defining mo-
ments of his own adolescence to con-
vey to the student body his lessons of
kindness, acceptance, and sincerity.
Although Mr. Smith changed the
format of the presentation for the
different classes, he fixated on two
main themes: “Finding your Cal-
vin,” and “Leaving a legacy.”
Raised in Imperial, Nebraska, Mr.
Smith was not an ideal student in
high school: as a talented yet arro-
gant athlete, he maintained a C av-
erage and treated others with disre-
spect. Then on one evening after his
father had been diagnosed with can-
cer, his mother told him a harsh truth.
“We’re not proud of the man you
have become,” Mr. Smith recollected.
Ashamed of his actions, he stripped
his walls of all his athletic trophies
and academic awards. He then took
a sharpie and wrote down all of the
things that were important to him:
things like teammates, family, kind-
ness, and compassion. Above his door
that night, he scrawled the follow-
ing question: “What’s your legacy?”

Through this story, Mr. Smith
encouraged students to reflect on
the legacy they will leave after
they go on to college. He spoke
the harsh truth that the “things”
high school students care about
from instagram likes to sports re-
cords will not matter to anyone in
the future. Rather, he said students
need to live passionately to leave
a meaningful and lasting legacy.

“He was realistic about tell-
ing us who we are,” said senior
Danny Bean, “and did not attempt
to avoid the truth of our generation.”

“How will you be remembered? What
will your legacy be?” said Mr. Smith.
In the second half of the presentation,
Mr. Smith spoke about his senior-year
transformation after befriending a quiet
freshman named Calvin. Because of
that friendship, Mr. Smith spoke about
the values of acceptance and kindness.
In other words, he encouraged Walpole
High students to “find [their] Calvin.”

At the conclusion of the Senior
Class assembly, Mr. Smith surprised
the Walpole High School Student
Council Advisor Ms. Kerry McMeni-
men by introducing a sixteen minute
“Dude. Be Nice” video created by
students to honor their teacher. The
video included clips of Mike Smith,

ings “DUDE. be nice™ campaign to Walpole
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be nice.

alumni, current students, and Ms. Mc-
Menimen’s family — all thanking
Ms. McMenimen for her meaning-
ful actions in the Walpole community.
“Itwastrulyrewardingbeingabletorec-
ognize such an underappreciated mem-
ber of our school community,” said Stu-
dent Council Secretary Annie Gallivan.
Later in the day, Mr. Smith talk-
ed with students in the cafeteria
and posed for pictures. Through-
out that day, many students react-
ed positively to his presentation.
Senior Kody McCann said, “Mike
Smith’s message is the only mes-
sage I have never forgotten. He is so
down to earth and his story is sim-
ple, but powerful. I have seen him
three times and he doesn’t get old.”

Changes 1o

By Meghan O’Meara
Class of 2016

The Walpole School Committee met
on Thursday, March 12 to discuss pos-
sible changes to the calendar for both
the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 school
years. This year, the late start combined

school calendar are stull uncertain

with the six snow days pushed the end
of the school year back to June 26. To
avoid this late release next year, the
School Committee School Committee
sent out a survey on Friday, February
27 to parents and employees regarding
the calendar and used these results to
propose an amended calendar for next
year as well as
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the end of this
school year.

There were a
total of 1,104
survey respons-
es and 289 com-
ments. Eighty-
four percent
of respondents
wanted to re-

responses)

duce  number
of religious
holidays— al-

lowing excused
absences for re-
ligious reasons
for students
and  employ-
ees— and avoid
conducting test
or exams on
those days, re-
duce the num-
ber of early re-
lease days, and

combine February vacation and April
vacation into one vacation in March.
The modifications made to the
school calendar are meant to account
for snow days and avoid the exten-
sion of the school year into late June.
“Schools are very hot and not air-
conditioned,” said Superintendent
Lincoln Lynch, “and people basically
feel that effective learning doesn’t take
place during the last few days of June.”
A major potential change to the cal-
endar is one unified March vacation,
which replaces both February and
April vacation. This change in par-
ticular has sparked controversy among
parents, students, and faculty. Many
students are in favor of the March
vacation because they want to end
the school year as early as possible.
Freshman Danny O’Leary said,
“I’d like [a March vacation.] I think
that it would make [the school
year] a lot easier, and February is
a waste of a vacation since Christ-
mas vacation is right before it.”
However, some people do not think
that making such a major change
to the school calendar is necessary.
History teacher Christopher Jean
said, “There is no need to overre-
act to one particularly brutal win-
ter and jump to a conclusion.”

Make MarchiMatter p.1o-1t

Boys Lacrosse p.18

Administration used feedback from
the survey to construct a potential calen-
dar for next year. They propose students
start school on Wednesday September
2, and the school year ends on May 24
for seniors, June 10 for everyone else.
With this proposed schedule, students
have a full day of school on Yom Kip-
pur and Election day, but not Good Fri-
day. The potential calendar also short-
ens February vacation by having an
early release on Friday and no school
Monday or Tuesday. However, stu-
dents return to school on Wednesday.

“What we’re gaining in summation
is we’re gaining 5 school days dur-
ing the year,” said Superintendent
Lynch, “and we’re moving the end of
school up a week in June and allow-
ing for 5 plus days from June 10th on.”

The proposed calendar is not final
and there is a commission of adminis-
trations, staff, parents, school commit-
tee members to decide on the calendar.
The School Year Calendar Committee
will meet to discuss the calendar and
make possible changes, but adminis-
tration feel that the current proposed
calendar will work academically.

Superintendent Lynch said, "We’ve
been guided by the survey and the major-
ity of comments for what is in the gener-
al good for the majority of all students.”
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School Committee votes to increase student fees

By Julia Sandquist
Class of 2016

The school district has a $533,000
deficit this year and must close a
$600,000 gap in its proposed bud-
get before May 2016. In order to help
Walpole High pay its fees, the School
Committee has recently voted to in-
crease transportation and athletic
fees next year by $25, as well as the
cost of school lunches by 50 cents.

Currently, the bus fee is set at $250
with a $525 family cap, and athletic
fees are $200 with a $500 individual
cap. Lunches at the high school and
middle schools cost students $3.25.

The Committee has planned for a
$25 increase per high school sport to
$225 while also bumping up the fam-
ily sports cap by $25 to $1,125. The
individual student sport cap will re-
main at $500. A $25 increase was
also added to bus fees to total $275
with the family cap increasing by
the same amount to $550 per year.

Lunch prices were raised by 50 cents
for students and faculty while the break-
fast cost was increased by a quarter.

“Increasing fees will definitely help
offset six years of inflation and a por-
tion of the cost to provide the pro-
grams and services, which are the
main reasons why we voted for them,”
said Superintendent Lincoln Lynch.

Fees have been slowly increasing in
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growing costs of each of our programs
and the need to maintain the best servic-
es for all students,” said School Busi-
ness Administrator Michael Friscia.
Although fee hikes may seem like the
only solution to solve the deficit prob-
lem, the School Committee is consider-
ing alternative solutions to implement
in the high school. For instance, Lynch
said that the committee could look to
other early retirement packages and
save money through attrition — hirwing
lower-paid, young teachers to replace
higher-paid, more experienced teachers.
The school could also reduce or elimi-
nate services that are currently provided
by reducing budgets that are not depen-
dent on fees and instead use the bud-
gets to support the fee related services.
However, the School Committee de-
cided to move forward with fee hikes,
and the increases are to

2015-2016

ABOVE: Student fees increase for

the past few years. In 2009, for instance,
the Walpole School Committee voted
to raise athletic fees at Walpole High
School by $45 per student per sport.

“As a lacrosse player and swimmer
for Walpole High, I do not think the fee
increases for sports are a good idea be-
cause they are unfair for families who
have multiple kids participating in high
school sports,” said junior Julie Hinton.

Despite the fact that the fee hikes will
save more money to spend on school
programs, the school has adhered to
its decision to cut certain student pro-

be set in place for the

grams.  The | the 2015-2016 school year: 2015-2016 school year
writing  lab, 'BELOW: Students will pay more for § starting next September.
homework | lunches, busses, and athletics.

club, math

lab and biology club ended
on February 26 because

there was no money in the e o A‘;?"

school budget to fund them. ¢"'F' I;':}.:Ef
Despite the seemingly o

vast increase in fees, “the -.:_FIJ:H

school’s current and revised A~ A

fees compare well with \x:::r

surrounding towns. The
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increased fees reflect the

For Hallway Talk, we poll ten Walpole High students and faculty on cur-
rent issues pertaining to the school and the community. This weeks question:
Should a one-week March vacation replace February and April vacations? If
the school switched to a March vacation, the school vear would end a week
carlier in June. For the full report, see online at www.whstherebellion.com

Hallway 1alk:

By Christina Coville & Melanie Caneja

Class of 2015

“T'hat would be

awesome because

weTe getting out so
late this year.”

—Sophomore Mia
Straccia

“ I think that
it's a good idea
because going to

is a lot harder.”

—Senior Larry
McCarthy

“"T'here’s no
need to overre-
act to one particu-
larly brutal winter and
jump to a conclusion.”

—History Teacher
Christopher Jean

school in the summer | A

“I think that
would actually
help if we get out
earlier because we
get more summer.”

“I would be

—Freshman Zach fine with that.
Schultz It's my ideal situ-
ation since summer
would be longer.”

—Freshman Lena
Astarjian

“I like vacations
how they are.”

—Sophomore Tess Lawlor
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DEDHAM SAVINGS

is pleased to present

THE WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND CLASS OF THE MONTH

JANUARY
SENIOR MICHAEL MAZZOTTA

[Mike is a conscientious student and a natural leader in the classroom. Earning excellent
erades throughout the semester, Mike also made insightful contributions to class discus-
sions. Whether working individually or in a small groups, Mike’s work ethic, intellect
and insight are admirable and in addition, have a positive influence on his classmates
Mrs. Karen Sullivan

JUNIOR JULIE HINTON
There is one word to describe Julie’s achievement in Pre-Calculus during the month of]
January, namely “perfection.” Julie is the only student out of my two sections of Pre-
calculus to receive a perfect score on our two-day midyear exam, which was the culmi+
nating assessment for a semester’s worth of trigonometry concepts. The exam included]
questions of both the multiple-choice format and the free response variety. One day was|
with calculator and the other was without. It did not make a difference to Julie. She mas-
tered it all. Her work was flawless. Julie understands not only the overarching concepts|
and is also attentive to the details. It is incredibly rare that a student would not make
single mistake on a 2-day exam. To cap off the month, Julie scored a perfect score on thej
next quiz, which covered sequences, our first non-trigonometric topic of the course. Ju-|
lie has been a strong mathematics student throughout the year, but her work in Januaryj
was particularly impressive, making her deserving of the honor of Student of the Month
Mrs. Kathleen Milne

SOPHOMORE ALEXANDER CERQUEIRA

Alex is a student in my Advanced Accounting course. To say that Alex is always|
on task and ready to learn would be an understatement. Alex is always prepared
and willing to contribute during class discussions. He enthusiastically solves all as-
signments and volunteers to help any student who may be struggling with the ma-
terial. In addition, he has become a leader to his other classmates, as they look t

Alex as a measure in which to judge their own success. Finally, he has main-
tained a solid “A” average since the beginning of the year and is always respect-
ful to everyone in class. Alex is an invested student with limitless potential. For all
these reasons and more, Alex truly deserves to be January’s Student of the Month
M. Joseph Braccini

FRESHMAN LUCCAS FERREIRA
It is my pleasure to nominate Luccas for freshman Student of the Month. Luccas has
done a wonderful job all year in a highly competitive Spanish II Honors class. This
term he has a 99% average. Not only is Luccas successful in all the language skills, he]
is the nicest young man you will meet. I can count on Luccas to always have a positive
attitude and to help other students when necessary. To any question asked, Luccas is
the first with his hand raised. As I have stated, he is hard working and quite helpful
Mrs. Joanne Sprague

ACTIVITY AWARD

KEVIN XIA MATH TEAM MRS. K MILNE]
Kevin was the math team’s top scorer in the month of January. He earned 16 out of

a possible 18 points with perfect scores in both Algebral and Geometry. Kevin was
not only named as high scoring junior for the meet, but he is also listed among the top
juniors in the entire league, which is comprised of 36 teams. Kevin has been making
valuable contributions to the math team since his freshman year, both in the individu-
al rounds and in the team round.

CLASS OF THE MONTH

RESHMAN CP2 ENGLISH PERIOD 7 MS.GOULD

would like to nominate my period 7 Freshmen CP2 English class for the Janu-
ary Class of the Month. This month we have been working on reading, researching
and writing about Animal Farm. The students were asked to conduct research on|
he Russian Revolution and then present that research to the class. During the re-
search process, the students already began to make connections to the text and talk
about the history in a passionate and critical way. The students work independently|
and diligently during class research and writing days, and they are open to pushing
hemselves to learn and new skills along the way. We have been using the chrome]
ooks during the writing process so that Ms. Garrity and I can make individual com-
ments during the process. Not only do the students listen to the comments, they ask
uestions to make sure that they are addressing them correctly. As a result, the pre-
sentations & essays they have produced are quite elevated for the class standards. ]
espect and want to commend this class for their dedication and respect as well asl

heir energy. It has been a pleasure to teach, challenge, and get to know this class

FEBRUARY
SENIOR BRIAN TRACEY

Brian consistently participates in discussion, has a 100% homework aver-
age, and works independently on alternate projects with other non-AP stu-
dents. He is a pleasure to have in class and I am thrilled that the combined
leveled class did not discourage him from studying his fifth year of French.
Mrs. Lisa Osborne

JUNIOR NICOLE BOGRETT
Nicole has a positive attitude towards the class every time she walks into the
room. She has become a leader in the classroom and helps the class stay on
task. Nicole takes initiative to come ask for extra help or work she will miss BE-
FORE she misses a class. Nicole continues to strive to do better in class.

Mrs. Megan Schwartz & Mr. Mitch Mortali

SOPHOMORE NICOLE HAY
Nicole is an enthusiastic participant in class. She always has her homework done
and frequently raises her hand to answer questions. She also knows when to ask
questions and when to seek extra help. Nicole has shown improvement since
she transferred into my class. I proudly nominate her for Student of the Month,

Mrs. Kathleen Milne

SOPHOMORE ROBERT WATERS
Since the beginning of the school year, Robert has demonstrated his love for program-
ming by spending numerous amounts of time working on his assignments at home
jand after school. He is always looking for ways to make his programs more user-
friendly. In short, Robert’s love of programming and his willingness to go beyond
the minimum requirements make him a worthy candidate for Student of the Month.
Mr. Jay Neubauer

FRESHMAN WILLIAM PORTER
Billy has been having an excellent year in Science. He is working as a member of the
STEM group, and as such has just completed a science fair project, which was outstand-
ing; not only was the experiment itself a thoughtful and relevant choice, but his analysis
and presentation were of exemplary quality. Billy has a bright future ahead of him and
he is a positive leader among his peers; he makes hard work and success the new “cool”!

Ms. Sue Wick

ACTIVITY AWARD

JEANNE CONROY MATH TEAM MRS. K. MILNE

Jen was captain of her team and was instrumental in moving us up one position in the
standings from 9th to 8th place out of 36 teams in the Southeastern Massachusetts Math-
ematics league. Jeanne also has been a valuable asset to the team since she joined us.

[LEAH ERWIN YEARBOOK
As a senior, Leah has a personal stake in the quality of this book.
She is helpful beyond description to our project. Please honor Le-
|ah’s unwavering dedication to yearbook this month with this award.

MS. WALLESTON & MS. GOULD

CLASS OF THE MONTH

PRE-CALCULUS HONORS PERIOD 2 MS. WATTERS
This class has such a positive outlook on learning and life. They are particularly
supportive of each other in and outside of class. They are always giving encour-
aging words, fist pumps and high-fives during class and especially prior to as-
sessments. We have created a very collaborative, safe, positive environment
in the classroom where they are challenged and successful. They inspire me!

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH

LAWRENCE MCCARTHY MR. SZYMANSKI
Sometimes there really is the “all around nice guy” type of student who is polite, shows|
respect to others and themselves, and otherwise does all that is required. Larry fits the bill
He was also the manager of the varsity boys’ basketball team. Larry works hard and is
cooperative. He often remains after class to ask me a question to further his understand-
ings. I am pleased to have had Larry for two years and can think of no better good citizen

5
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Stina Cofsky elected to student council state board

By Lucy Lynch
Class of 2015

This year marked the 38th annual
Massachusetts Association of Student
Councils (MASC) State Conference — a
conference attended yearly by Walpole
Student Council Advisor Kerry Mc-
Menimen and twenty of her Student
Council officers that takes place in Hy-
annis each March. This year, as in years
past, Walpole Student Council garnered
success in their work, achieving the sta-
tus of Gold Council of Excellence for
the third year in a row, based on their
cumulative “Binder of Excellence” that
is graded by the State Executive Board.
In addition to the announcement of Ex-
cellence awards, each year at MASC, a
new Executive Board is elected. Last
week, for the first time in school history,
Walpole High School sent a student —
junior Stina Cofsky — to the state podi-
um, where she was elected to the office
of 2015-2016 MASC State Secretary.

In Kerry McMenimen’s eight total
years as Walpole Student Council advis-
er, she can note the remarkable growth
and expansion of her council. Just a few
years ago, Walpole StuCo was not a
name to receive national, state, or even
regional recognition. That has since
changed. Two years ago, Walpole Stu-
dent Council attended their first nation-
al conference in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Four students, now current seniors, An-
nie Gallivan, Lucy Lynch, Mary Hin-
ton, and Kody McCann attended the
event with McMenimen. At this confer-
ence, they learned of their recognition

%il
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ABOVE: Newly elected MASC State Secretary, Sﬁ'na Cofsky gives a speech on March
12 about the problems with dwelling on negativity in high school.

Photo/ Club T Productions|

as a National Council of Excellence, an
award only given to a handful of high
schools in the United States. Here, also,
Kody McCann befriended Southeastern
Massachusetts Association of Student
Councils (SEMASC) Executive Direc-
tor Linda Francis, who urged him to run
for SEMASC office in his junior year.
While McCann was unsuccessful in his
two campaigns for SEMASC President
and Vice President, he was the first to
run for a position outside of Walpole’s
council. His campaigns and Walpole’s
awards of Excellence from the state
and national level laid the founda-
tion for Walpole’s next campaign.

When current junior and Student
Council Assistant Secretary Stina Cof-
sky attended last summer’s National
Student Council conference in Florida

with McMenimen and fourteen other
Walpole StuCo members, she realized
her goal of running for Massachusetts
State Secretary. After seeing motiva-
tional speakers and leaders in Orlando,
Cofsky said, “I’'m just going to go for
it because I love Student Council and
no one in Walpole has ever done this
before.” The national conference be-
came one of the best experiences of
Stina Cofsky’s life — the enthusiasm
and individuality of each student she
met from around the country drove
her to want the experience of Student
Council on a more enriching level.

Thus, earlier this year, Stina Cofsky
began her campaign on the platform of
trying to create a better school culture by
reducing negativity. In addition to her
“Stina For Secretary” Twitter account,

poster, buttons, and stickers, she had
the daunting task of writing a speech to
read to hundreds of Massachusetts stu-
dents. Following her speech at MASC,
Cofsky was informed that she was one
of two finalists — out of five total can-
didates — for the position of Secretary.
And after the re-voting between Cofsky
and the other finalist, Justin Petrie of
Tewksbury Memorial High School, she
was announced as the new MASC State
Secretary on Friday, March 13 at the
Hyannis Resort and Conference Center.

Even with the support from Walpole
Student Council and student council
friends from other towns, Cofsky was
stunned and thrilled to hear her name
announced as the new State Secretary.
“When I took my SATs the next day,
I found myself drifting off so many
times because I kept thinking about
how happy I was to have been elected,”
said Cofsky. Her win stands as a huge
accomplishment for Walpole Student
Council itself and for Cofsky. Earning
this position was important to her as
Student Council has taught her to em-
brace individuality and positivity, like
her campaign platform, which is defi-
nitely something she wants to embody
when she begins her term as MASC
Secretary this summer. Her advisor is
especially proud of this accomplish-
ment. “Stina’s campaign proves the
importance of fostering leadership
in our schools. Kids want to be lead-
ers and to have their opinions heard.
Stina’s election shows how our com-
munity has many great leaders and
a bright future,” said McMenimen.

After-school intervention programs cut due to

By Anna Van Der Linden
Class of 2016

When students are struggling aca-
demically, there are a number of solu-
tions they can turn to. From National
Honors Society peer tutors to teach-
ers who will sit down after school
to help a student understand a les-
son, Walpole High wants to ensure
that students get the most out of their
education. For some, a useful way
to get extra help was attending the
After-school intervention programs.
These after-school programs primarily
worked with those who need significant
help in a certain academic subject in
order to bring up their MCAS scores.
The sessions in this program included
Homework Club, Writing Lab, Math
Lab, and Biology Lab. Although these
labs were available to students with
lower MCAS scores or those who
simply needed to catch up in a cer-
tain subject, students could be recom-
mended for the labs by their teachers.

Due to a decrease in the Academic
Services Grant, Walpole High School
stopped running the After-school in-
tervention programs as of February 26.

“ 1 would love for the programs to
return this year. Right now, we have
run out of funds,” said Mr. Connor.

The Academic Services Grant has
been fluctuating across the state pri-
marily due to a lack of need, as MCAS
scores have been increasing. The
grant is usually higher when scores
need to be raised, as the funds can be
used for special academic assistance
programs. As a result, higher scores
are rewarded with less extra money.

“For example, if MCAS scores im-
proved significantly, the funds would
be reduced because there would be less
evidence of need,” said Walpole Assis-

tant Superintendent Dr. Jean Kenney.

For Walpole High specifically,
grant money has been decreasing
slowly in recent years; however, the
grant suffered a massive cut from
the 2013-2014 school year to the
2014-2015 school year. Funding
went down from $13,200 to $7,700.
Dr. Kenney said, “It has generally had
two parts to it: one part for interven-
tion and support services for students
who have not scored at the proficient
level in MCAS for either ELA, Math,
or Science during the school year and
one part to provide summer services
during the summer school sessions.”

stay after school, the Homework Club
program served a slightly different
role: keeping students out of detention.

“Homework Club was a good alter-
native to detention for students who
didn’t do their homework or needed
some assistance doing it,” Mr. Con-
nor said, “We could see more students
getting hour long office detentions for
failing to do homework when it’s due.”

Mr. Connor called the loss of these
programs “disappointing,” as these
interventions were purely for the ben-
efit of Walpole High students. “If more
money was available, then we could
pay the staff to stay after and resume

grant decrease

the programs,” Connor said. If the pro-
grams are removed, students will prob-
ably need more one-on-one time with
teachers in order to get the help they
need. Teachers will still be able to re-
fer kids to the Peer-to-Peer tutoring lab.
Asforthereturn of these programs,Ken-
ney and Connor are staying positive. “I
plan to carefully watch for the opportu-
nity for additional funding and will ap-
ply as soon as any becomes available,”
Dr. Kenney said. “These programs will
be reinstated as soon as funds allow.”

Mr. Connor also said, “I anticipate
the programs returning/restarting at
the start of the next fiscal school year.”

The school system
previously  provided
supplemental instruc-
tion for grades 4-12
as well as tutoring
for high schoolers. In STAFF
later years, Dr. Ken- Walpole High School’s newspaper is committed to informing the public, reflecting
ney, Mr. Imbusch, the students’ views, creating a public forum and serving as an educational medium.
and the assistant prin- Check out our website whstherebellion.com
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across Walpole High. Lauren Wigren Rebecca Boyajian Emily Luong Grace Sewell
While the labs were Blog Editor Jack Bushway Natalie Luongo Marc Sheehan
commonly used for Melanie Ca.meja Coprt.ney Campbell Audrey Lymfh Andre:fl Traietti
support when a stu- Photo Edltgr ChI‘lStlaIll Carr-Locke Bren1.1a Mann.mg Melanie Weber
dent’s teacher could not Max Simons Katie Carter Emily Martin
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WHS pledges to stop the use of the "R-word”

VVHL""”W 2

By Erin Pitman
Class of 2016

Students and teachers encouraged
the entire student body to end the use
of the “R-word” on Wednesday, March
4. At the table set up in the cafeteria,
students signed the “Spread the Word
to End the Word” banner to symboli-
cally show their support. Chrome-
books were also available, so individu-
als could pledge their online support
for the cause. Adding to the 555,000
people around the nation who have al-
ready given their support to the cause,
over 250 Walpole High School students
and faculty members registered to take
the pledge during the four lunches.

Although some students helped im-
plement the advocacy campaign, many
members of the student body became
aware of this issue because of the project.

“I feel the ‘R-word’ is a very de-
rogatory word and this is a great way
to spread awareness that this word
should not be used to talk about any
person,” said junior Catherine Paul.

The campaign was a collaborative ef-
fort between numerous student groups.
Mrs. Mary Caine, a teacher in the Ca-
reer and Education program, headed
the campaign with the help of Student
Council and Best Buddies. Mr. Mitch
Mortali, the director of Best Buddies,
and Ms. Kerry McMenimen, the Stu-
dent Council supervisor, also joined
Mrs. Caine in leading the campaign.

“This year, we did announcements and
video clips on the daily news of how

the word impacts
people with intel-
lectual  abilities,”
said Caine, “and in
the cafeteria, stu-
dents are taking the
actual pledge on the
‘R-word’ website,
so we can be able
to tally how many
students from Wal-
pole High School
took the pledge.”

In past years, the
Rebel Report News
has called atten-
tion to promoting
respect by agree-

—

_ o

-

&,,l

ing to stop the ‘R-
word’; however,
this is the first year
that students could
make the pledge to
stop using the “R-
word.” The campaign also distributed
flyers around the school to explain the
harmful effect the “R-word” can have
on special education students. The flyer
stated the following: “The ‘R-word’ is
the word ‘retard(ed)’. Why does it hurt?
The ‘R-word’ hurts because it is exclu-
sive. It's offensive. It's derogatory.”

“I feel like it is our job to promote
tolerance and make the school a safe,
warm, and embracing place for all,”
said Mr. Mortali. “If students feel

ABOVE: Career and Education students and teachers aided
students in pledging and banner signing during lunch block. g
BELOW: Students show support of the movement by signing
the Spread the Word to End the Word banner.
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that way, it is easier to learn. I feel o ol %
11k§ Walpole High does that and it 1’s | > — .
mainly a testament to the students.” Lﬁ:‘i‘i

Don't be fooled by bigger
discounts off of

much higher prices and
hidden add-on
charges...Do the math -
We rent for less!

LARGEST SELEC-
TION! If we
don't have it, we'll get it

for you!

Delux Tux

Walpole Center
Check for updated bours
www. DeluxTux.com
508-668-9100

Low prom discounted
price range of $48-389 on any of our over 8o
different styles.

-24 Hour Drop Slot.
Don't get stuck with
costly late fees. Re-
turn on your schedule.

~Tuxes on-site to try
on Before a final deci-
sion is made.

-13 Dressing areas
mean Quick In/Out.

1984 Walpole High School Graduate: John Ricci, Owner and Operator

$10 off ANY tux rental with this coupon. . $10
PLUS, FREE 10" Pizza with any topping

from First Sandwich

Bring your friends & you'll get them the
same deal with your coupon
* Coupon expires ten days before the prom

(Not to be combined with other discounts.)

Two junior boys and two senior boys needed to pass out discount coupons in the

school to earn a free tuxedo rental and cash bonuses.
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WALPOLE
CO-OPERATIVE

BANK

982 Main Street- Walpole
508668.1080

WalpoleCoop.com
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EDITORIALS

Walpole’s alcohol education programs need reform

By the Rebellion Editorial Board

A North Andover mother appeared in
court to face charges after hosting a par-
ty with underage drinking at her home
on Tuesday, March 31. Over 50 guests
— including her children — attended
the party, where the mother allegedly
charged an admission fee of $5 per per-
son. She was charged with delinquency
of a minor, procuring alcohol for a per-
son under 21, and keeping a disorderly
house; additionally, she is required to
stay alcohol free and to have no contact
with any minors other than her children.

While her situation is an extreme
(most likely because she charged for
entry), her negligence is only abnormal
because of her explicit awareness of
what most teenagers actually do. Ac-
cording to Walpole’s results from the
Youth Risk Behavior Survey in 2011 —
an anonymous survey given to random
public high schools every other year —
23.4% of Walpole teenagers have tried
alcohol by the age of 13. Some parents
are not aware of this behavior; however,
many parents are knowingly ignorant.

Underage drinking is a huge prob-
lem in America — in 2013, the Insti-
tute for Social Research reported that
roughly 68% of high school students
have engaged in underage drinking at
least once. In Walpole, the majority of
youth alcohol education comes from
school mandated health classes start-
ing in middle school. Students learn
the effects of alcohol on the body and
the legal consequences of participat-
ing in underage drinking. Additionally,
the Walpole Coalition for Drug and

Alcohol Awareness hosts annual video
and poster contests to raise awareness
in teenagers about drug and alcohol
use. However, the focus of both of
these programs is why one should
not drink and how one can refuse a
drink. So what happens when a stu-
dent does choose to drink? With-
out any information on responsible
drinking readily available to teenag-
ers, how can we expect teenagers to
make smart decisions about alcohol?

Underage drinking is a dangerous
issue in our society, but what is even
more dangerous is teenagers engag-
ing in underage drinking without any
knowledge or resources about how
to drink responsibly. So rather than
preaching an abstinence only approach
towards the underage consumption of
alcohol, adults instead need to educate
teenagers honestly and realistically
about not only the consequences of
drinking, but also about how to drink
responsibly and safely in the event
that a teenager does choose to drink.

The first step towards a safer and
more effective method of alcohol edu-
cation is removing myths and stigmas
about alcohol. We as a society need
to realize that alcohol is not simply a
poisonous toxin—it is also not an ide-
alistic remedy for social pressures.
When educating teenagers, adults tend
to utilize scare tactics and horror sto-
ries in order to discourage teenagers
from drinking. And although educa-
tors try to paint alcohol as a danger-
ous substance, our culture glorifies
the consumption of alcohol. Between
beer commercials featuring women

in bikinis and men with six packs and
popular artists singing about parties
and drinking, minors are frequently
exposed to the idea that if one drinks
alcohol, they will achieve social ideal-
ism. In reality, neither side is correct.

Instead, adults should educate teen-
agers about what alcohol really is — a
normal part of adult culture that has
consequences when abused. Respon-
sibility for alcohol education should
not be left to schools; instead, parents
should honestly educate their children
about the dangers of alcohol early on
in order to not only teach them why
underage drinking is wrong, but also
to normalize the idea of alcohol con-
sumption. Parents need to understand
that many teenagers will and do drink,
and teenagers are far more likely to
be honest about their drinking hab-
its if their parents do not overreact
about the issue of underage drinking.

Of course, this is a feat easier said
than done, as underage drinking does
have serious legal consequences and
parents are right to want to keep their
kids safe. However, the repercussions
for irresponsible drinking are even
more dangerous; for example, accord-
ing to the Administrative Office of
the Courts, over one million teenagers
drove while drunk in 2011, and 8 teen-
agers die every day from drunk driving.
If one has an honest conversation with
his or her parents about alcohol, he or
she will likely be more comfortable
asking for help such as a ride home,
which reduces the possibility of drunk
driving. The discomfort of asking a
parent for guidance is worth the poten-

tially fatal effects of underage drinking.
But before teenagers can open up to
their parents about drinking, our soci-
ety needs to change the way we think
about and treat alcohol, particularly
involving underage drinkers, so that
teenagers can safely have these conver-
sations and ask for help when needed.
Because of the stigma surrounding
alcohol, teenagers who make the de-
cision to drink often have little to no
information on how to drink respon-
sibly. Teeangers need to know about
things sch as alcohol equivalency so
that they understand that a sip of beer
is far different than a sip of vodka.
Rather than strictly limit any alcohol
consumption until one is an adult, Eu-
ropean countries often do not have a
drinking age; instead, they intro-
duce alcohol to minors gradually
so that they can learn to be respon-
sible when they reach the legal pur-
chase age (which is usually 18). The
American cultural stigma of alcohol
is completely removed from European
society, which allows European teen-
agers to learn how to drink alcohol
safely under the guidance of adults.
The alcohol epidemic is not an is-
sue that legal reform will change; in-
stead, our society and our respective
alcohol education programs need to
take a different perspective in order
to see a change in teenage drinking
habits. Underage drinking is an is-
sue that will not fix itself, and it is up
to our culture to remove the stigma,
provide more information, and hope-
fully teach teenagers to be safe and
responsible whether or not they drink.

A

THE
WEARSTORE 3,000 TUXEDOS IN 39 STYLES
www.richardlewisformalwear.com

AREAS LARGEST INDEPENDENT FORMAL

"'!l!;

Prom Tuxedos
With This Ad

79.00

%alues to $160.00)

*RESTRICTIONS APPLY

www.richardlewisformalwear.com

Zectiand Lewcs
Formal Wear
626 Washington Street

Canton, MA 02021

1-781-828-9110
Family owned and
operated for over

40 years helping
you look your best!
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Body cameras may reinstll public trust in pohce officers

By Abigail Hile, Devin McKinney, and
Andrea Traietti
Class of 2017

43-year-old father of six Eric Gar-
ner, 22-year-old father Oscar Grant,
18-year-old Michael Brown, 17-year-
old Trayvon Martin, 12-year-old Tamir
Rice. All victims of police brutality. All
African American. With so many unjust
homicides caused by the individuals
paid to uphold justice, how can the pub-
lic ever learn to trust the police again?
The answer: body cameras.
Since the recent shooting of un-
armed teen Michael Brown on August
9, 2014 in Ferguson, Missouri, riots
have erupted all across the country
due to the fact that officer Darren Wil-
son, Brown’s shooter, was not con-
victed. Rioters argue that there was
an unjust trial for Wilson, and believe
racism contributed to both the shoot-
ing itself and the trial. The Ferguson
incident was just one example of an
instance in which body cameras could
have allowed for a fair trial, and there-
fore would have prevented the pres-
ent controversy surrounding the case.
Following the decision not to put Wil-
son on trial, Brown’s family started a
campaigntotry to getall on-duty officers
to wear body cameras. The campaign
has spread like wildfire, even reaching
President Obama, who requested $263
million to fund the purchase of police-
worn cameras on Monday, December 1.
The price of the cameras ranges from
$100 to $900, which many people ar-
gue is too much to spend. While the
price is high, $263 million would al-
low for the purchase of a significant
number of cameras. Pro-Vision, a com-
pany that is currently the number one
supplier of body cameras in Ameri-
ca, sells the devices for $300. With
the money that the President re-
quested, over 876,000 cameras can be
purchased from Pro-Vision. The
US’s number two body camera sup-
plier, Taser, sells the devices for $400,
allowing for the purchase of about
657, 500 cameras. The investment in
the new cameras, combined with

Cartoon/Abby Hile

TJUSTICE
BLIND,

MAY BE
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may help police officers in the future.

ABOVE: The development of body cameras
may not justify recent deaths; however, they

the many body and car cameras al-
ready in use, could improve trust
and communication among or-
dinary Americans and  officers.

Even more important is the fact that
the purchase of the cameras could
help defend American rights. Foot-
age from these cameras could serve
as evidence in court cases involving
police brutality allowing a just trial

for the officer and his or her victim.

The video devices could also serve as
a moral compass for the officers them-
selves. Officers will feel obligated to
become more conscious of their actions
while on duty, ultimately reducing the
amount of scuffles between police of-
ficers and citizens. In the 2012 study in
the Los Angeles suburb of Rialto, half
of the police wore Taser body cameras

while on duty. As a result, the number of
use-of-force incidents dropped by 59%.

While the cameras cannot change the
racist views of some police officers,
or justify the deaths of people like
Eric Garner or Michael Brown, they
can help make officers more account-
able for their actions. Only through
this accountability can Americans
begin to trust the police force again.

The 2024 Olympics will disrupt Boston’s way of life

By Lauren Wigren
Class of 2016

In 2012, British taxpayers contrib-
uted nearly £3 billion for security and
lavish ceremonies while hosting the
Summer Olympics in London. In 2014,
Russia spent $51 billion on the Sochi
Winter Olympics—the most expen-
sive Olympic Games held on record.

Hosting the Olympics would be an
exciting endeavor. Boston would have
an opportunity to display its unique cul-
ture and attract people from all over the
world. The city would be crowded with
tourists, who would spend money in
Boston’s numerous stores, restaurants,
hotels, and local businesses. Bostonians
could revel in the pride and prestige that
comes from having hosted the Games.

Are Bostonians, howev-
er, able to handle the cost?

The Games are expected to cost
$4.5 billion—excluding security. A
price that large will inevitably require
tax dollars from the general public.
Money that would normally be spent
on education, healthcare, and infra-
structure would instead be put towards
the tremendous cost of the Olympics.

One of the basic necessities of a

Photo/ Wikipedia
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— ABOVE: The announcement about if Boston will host the 2024 Olympics wzll

come from the I0C in 2017.

suitable host is space. If Boston were
to be burdened with the responsibility
of finding sufficient space to hold the
Games, properties that are already in
use would have to be sacrificed. Sev-
eral local businesses and residences
would have to relocate, and local parks
and open spaces would be occupied for
months. According to the Boston 2024
website, current organizers plan to use
current facilities for 50% of the needed
venues, which will include several col-
lege campuses. Furthermore, there are
plans to construct an Olympic paradise
in South Boston, including the con-

struction of media broadcast centers
in the Fort Point area, and an “Olym-
pic Boulevard” on Dorchester Avenue,
according to Boston.com. Residents
and business owners will inevita-
bly be forced off of their properties.

In April 2013, Boston was reminded
just how vital security is during city-
wide events. Two bombs went off at
the Boston Marathon, killing three and
injuring dozens more. The Olympic
Games will attract not only Bostonians,
but spectators from all over the world,
making Boston a primary target for
terrorism threats. Boston would have

to take drastic steps in order to ensure
the safety of the thousands that will be
involved in both the games and the cer-
emonies. The Olympics would inevita-
bly become a risky and costly endeavor.

While hosting the Olympics may have
plenty of advantages, there are several
drawbacks that need to be considered,
and the people of Boston should ulti-
mately be the deciding voice. Recently,
the city of Boston has called for a state-
wide referendum on the bid. If granted,
citizens will get a chance to vote on the
issue in the November 2016 election.
Bostonians should have been given the
opportunity to speak up about the Olym-
pics in the first place, before the bid was
made. Whether or not the U.S. Olym-
pic Committee decides to withdraw
the bid, the citizens of Boston should
at least be allowed the referendum.

The U.S. Olympic Committee should
allow the general public, especially the
citizens of Boston, to be represented.
As for the citizens themselves, they
should consider the cost before de-
termining their stance. $4.5 Billion
is a already an extravagant amount of
money; and with security costs, we
may soon find ourselves in a simi-
lar position to London and Sochi.
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SALUS CAPITAL PARTNERS

PROUDLY SUPPORTS

Whether it is emerging growth, turnaround or acquistions or
every day cyclical challenges and opportunities in business,
Salus Capitalis atthe forefront of providing , ,

, and capital solutions to the
middle market.
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MAKEMARCHMATTER

WINTER BALL

Snow was not scarce in New England this winter, and neither
were attendees at the Winter Ball. While Student Council has
orchestrated countless Winter Balls in the past, no dance has
ever attracted more students than this year’s winter-themed
dance with nearly 400 attendees. One of the most anticipated
events of Student Council’s #MakeMarchMatter campaign,
the Winter Ball was originally scheduled for January 24, but
due to the snow storm, the dance was moved to March 6. “Our
effort to expand the Council this year definitely paid off. It
definitely had a huge impact and I think everyone had a lot of
fun,” said senior Lucy Lynch, President of Student Council.

HYPNOTIST

Wish you actually had an excuse for making a complete
fool of yourself? On March 5, Comic Hypnotist Frank San-
tos Jr. visited Walpole High School to hypnotize students.
Six boys and six girls were chosen to go on stage, but only
ten were able to be hypnotized. Thanks to Mr. Santos, the
WHS community is now aware of the talents of these stu-
dents. Anyone who watched the show could tell you that
senior Brian Jackowski holds the title for the next Be-
yonce. Taking over as the WHS Hypnotist, Frank Santos Jr.
did not fail to make the audience laugh out loud this year.

INTO THE WOODS

WHS’s Drama Club put on an incredible adaption of the
award-winning musical, Into the Woods, from March
13-15. Fairy tales collide in an engaging story that fol-
lows a baker and his wife on their quest to reverse a curse.
Along the way, they encounter legendary characters like
Little Red Riding Hood and Cinderella. Junior Grace
Hoegler who played the cow said, “This show was ex-
tremely challenging and I think we all worked really hard
to make this great show come together. Into the Woods
was one of the best shows the Drama Club has put on.”

ROBOTICS

Competing in their second FRC (First Robotics Competi-
tion) event in the month of March , the WHS Robotics team
traveled to Bryant University where they competed against
39 other Massachusetts teams. The RoboRebels placed third
overall at Bryant. While the team has shown improvement
recently, they failed to qualify for the next competition.
“The team really stepped it up at Bryant and proved how
quickly we can turn a bad start into a top three robot,” said
senior Christian DeCelle, a member of the Robotics team.

In an effort to spice up the seemingly never-ending month of March, the Walpole High School
Student Council decided to have several school-wide events during March, a campaign better
known as #MakeMarchMatter around the school and on Twitter. Starting with the Winter Ball on
March 6, there were nine other events that took place in the past month which included the follow-
ing: The Hypnotist, the Blood Drive, Mike Smith Live, Into the Woods, the Best Buddies Dance,
the Dance Company Show, and the Robotics Competition at Bryant University. “My hope is that
it becomes a tradition at Walpole High,” said Student Council advisor, Ms. Kerry McMenimen.

DANCE COMPANY

After long practices running from October to March, the
members of Walpole High’s Dance Company finally got to
show off their hard work to sell-out crowds at their “Mag-
num Opus” shows on Thursday April 2 and Saturday April
4. Closing night was bittersweet for many, especially Se-
nior Captain Rachel Graham and Choreographer Kia Kaiz-
er as their performances were their last of their career with
the Dance Company. This was the 10th annual show led
by director Rich Kim. Much of the audience “didn’t really
understand dance or hadn’t really been exposed to a wide
range of dance before they came to the show,” Mr. Kim said.

BESTBUDDIES DANCE

Members of Walpole High’s Best Buddies club, a group of
students dedicated to promoting inclusion of special needs
individuals, gathered at Finnegan’s Wake for the annual Best
Buddies dance on March 7. Students broke out the limbo
bar for the first time and tried something new. Ju-
nior Julia Adams said, “This was my first time at-
tending the Best Buddies dance, and 1 really en-
joyed interacting with everyone. We had a great time.”

BLOODDRIVE

Walpole High School came together to donate blood to the
American Red Cross on March 10. Over 70 student volun-
teers gathered in the gym to give blood. Due to the harsh win-
ter, many blood drives had to be canceled and postponsed.
So, the Red Cross was very gracious for the Walpole students
who donated. Senior Nicole Venuto, the blood drive chairper-
son said, “I felt the blood drive was a great success. We had
a great turnout and many willing volunteers donating blood.”

MIKE SMITH

In his skater attire, complete with a beanie, self-described
“professional teenager” Mike Smith spoke to students in a
blunt and relatable way. He presented the students with the
question, “What is your legacy?” and encouraged them to
have a more positive influence on their communities. Stu-
dents were inspired by Mike Smith’s “DUDE. be nice” cam-
paign, which promotes spontaneous acts of kindness. At
the end of the assembly, members of Student Council sur-
prised Ms. Kerry McMenimen, advisor of Student Council,
with a video thanking her for making WHS a better place.
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WHSTHEREBELLION.COM
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' Junior Woman's Club of Walpole
‘ www.thejwew.org

proudly supports

The Rebellion

Barry O’Brien MA Reg. 112-80
TI SE President -
ADVER DONALD L. SIMI, D.M.D.  sfotione Home
HERE' Specialist in Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics i ]ﬁf} 707 '(JH(’H f
Windows, Siding , Roofing, Doors
(508)-668-5553
246 Main St info@lifetimehomeimprovement.com

269 Walpole Street
Norwood, MA 02062
Tel: (781)762-1128
Fax: (781) 255-7976

www.simiorthodontics.com
Creating beautiful Walpole smiles since 1987

HOLISTIC ¢
% K BRISTOL ’\’Q»
SQUARE i

hands on healing

Dr. Michael Goldstein

Dr. Rochelle Bien

(508) 660-2722

info@holisticcenteratbristolsquare.com

1426 Main Street, Suite 6

508-668-1200
Fax: 508-668-1201

1.D. MURPHY
MANAGEMENT COMPANY, INC.

7 West Streat

DONNELL W. MURPHY Walpole, MA 02081

Walpole, MA 02081

WWW LIFETIMEHOMEINPROVEMENT.COM

= Office Cleaning

« Floor Care

» Pre/Post Residential
+ Pressure Washing

CRYSTAL CLEANING CO., INC.

COMPLETE COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
“Are you Crystal Clean?”

= Window Cleaning
- Snow Plowing

» Post Construction
» Gutter Cleaning

(508) 668-9565 -+ (781) 255-9565

James Lee - President

Fully Insured & Bonded
crystal_cleaning@verizon.net

P.O. Box 502
Walpole, MA 02081

PO/ Laptop Repairs and Upgrades

Kim Levyn
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LINDA WIGREN
REALTOR®
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COMMONWEALTH

617.974.2568
linda.wigren@commaonmoves.com
www.lincawigren.com

Each Ofiice Independenty Owned and Operatsd

Walpole, MA 02081

Crystal Painting

“A Division of Crystal Cleaning”

Commercial and Residential Services
~ Interior and Exterior Painting ~
~ Deck & Fence Painting, Staining & Sealing ~
~ Pressure Washing ~

(508) 668-9565 - (781) 255-9565
James Lee - President
P.O. Box 502

Fully Insured
Walpole, MA 02081

Crystal_Painting@verizon.net

Linden Gardens

garden design and care

Lisa Van der Linden

36 Homeward Lane
# Walpole. MA 02081

(508) 660-1565
(508) 330-9824
linden-gardens.com
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THE REBELLION
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WHSTHEREBELLION.COM

James and John Turco
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Iﬁ.rﬁ.w!e’r'rr agency serving e community
Tikcy FENE

Fom a5

23 Stone Street
Walpole, MA 02081
SO08-668-1700

Dude, Be Nice

Shirts available

$15

go to
Ms. Mac’s room 2126
or contact
Walpolehsstuco@gmail.com
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Walpole MA
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For Take Out Call Us At: - q 3
508-660-0700
S cen Snas conra Srestaurant .Com

Mon-3at: 11am-10pm Sun: 12pm-10pm

781-769-3883 508-921-3278
728 Washington Street 905 Main Street
Norwood, Ma 02062 Walpole, MA 02081

Catering, Takeout, and Function Rooms available

o RESTAURANT & PUB =&
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DUNKIN'
DONUTS

Walpole’s #] choice for Pizza, Subs, and a whole lot maore!!!

FREE 508-660-0004

pEANUT olL We Deliver FREE 40 TRhis gy
Mon-Sat: llam - 10pm - Sun: 12pm - 9pm m
- 1185 Washington Street, Walpole, MA r. Sewce 1952

AMERICA RUNS ON DUNKIN"

) ’_}

. . BETRO
WALPOLE DANCE CENTER All locations in Walpole | | PHARMACY
(Q 948 Main Street * Walpole, MA 02081 RTIA
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New show on ABC Fresh Off the Boar adds

racial dlver51ty to whitewashed television industry

Photo/ ABC

ABOVE: The Huang family stars
in ABC's newest sitcom.

By Emily Luong
Class of 2016

Over the years, the entertainment in-
dustry — specifically the television
sector — has struggled to embrace di-
versity and continues to cast caucasians
for lead roles. While these actors and
actresses gain the spotlight, minorities
are left in the dust. In an effort to elimi-
nate the lack of diversity on television,
ABC created a new series called Fresh
Off the Boat. This show joins the chan-
nel’s series Black-ish in the crusade to
give minorities a chance to make their
earned mark in the realm of television.
Black-ish follows the Johnsons, an up-
per middle-class African American
family and their journey to establish
their own cultural identity within their
predominantly white neighborhood.
Similar in overall plot, premiering on
February 4, Fresh Off the Boat is based
off a memoir of the same name by Chi-

nese American food entrepreneur Eddie
Huang. The story focuses on Huang
as a child (Hudson Yang) who moves
with his family from Washington D.C.
to Orlando, Florida so that Eddie’s fa-
ther, Louis (Randall Park), can chase
his dream of opening a steakhouse res-
taurant. Following the big move, the
Huang family tries, often humorously,
to adjust to the cultural shocks of living
in an all-white community. Consisting
of predominantly Asian actors and ac-
tresses, Fresh Off the Boat breaks the
tradition of a white-dominated televi-
sion industry by shedding some light
into the everyday lives of Chinese
Americans nationwide without be-
ing inherently racist or stereotypical.

Fresh Off the Boat is the first Ameri-
can comedy sitcom starring an Asian
family since ABC’s one season won-
der All American Girl starring Mar-
garet Cho during 1994. Twenty years
later, ABC endeavours again to evoke
understanding and interest of minority

cultures among American TV watch-
ers. The number one obstacle in creat-
ing a show that centers around a racial
group is to make sure that racism and
stereotypes do not become a major ele-
ment. Since Fresh Off the Boat is based
off a real account of a Chinese boy,
the show is not created from ignorant
assumptions. While the common mis-
conception about Chinese Americans
is that they do not embrace assimila-
tion into American society, the Huangs
do just that. In the pilot episode, Louis
continuously tries to convince his wife
Jessica (Constance Wu) that the fam-
ily’s American midwest-themed steak-
house “Cattleman’s Ranch” is the key
to achieving the American dream.
When Eddie finds himself in a new
school dominated by white people, he
ditches his homemade lunch of lo mein
for Lunchables in order to get a seat at
the popular lunch table. Moreover, in
a particularly funny scene, when the
neighbors come and introduce them-
selves to Jessica, they are surprised and
shocked that her name is not something
“more exotic”. By showing the Huang’s
slow adaptation to American social
norms with a humorous edge, Fresh
Off the Boat portrays Chinese Ameri-
cans as average American citizens and
not as a separate, closed off group.

While the Huangs continuously
prove to the community that they are
making an effort to Americanize, they
do uphold familiar characteristics
that Chinese Americans watching the
show could connect with. In the pilot
episode, whilst grocery shopping for
Lunchables, a woman approaches Jes-

sica with free samples of potato chips.
In a slightly exaggerated scene, Jessi-
ca, not knowing the unspoken ways of
Americans, takes the whole bowl out of
the woman’s hands and puts it into her
basket. In the second episode, Jessica
discovers that Eddie and his younger
brothers are doing extremely well in
school. Believing that their local school
is not challenging enough, Jessica
searches for a nearby “Chinese Learn-
ing Center” to enroll her boys in. In the
fourth episode, the Huangs get a visit
from Jessica’s sister Connie, Connie’s
husband, and the sisters’ mother. Jessica
and Connie end up comparing who finds
the most bargains to compete for their
mother’s affections. Although some
people may argue that these instances
uphold the Chinese American stereo-
types of greed, obsession of school, and
frugality, they are relatable and true to
some degree to Chinese Americans.

Joining Black-ish, Fresh Off the
Boat ushers in an era of television that
will evolve into a multicultural plat-
form in which actors and actresses of
all ethnicities and races can be fairly
represented. Although shows such
as Fresh Off the Boat and Black-
ish provide a much needed spotlight
for Chinese Americans and African
Americans, they still focus solely on
their races for plot points. Hopefully,
ABC’s latest comedies and sitcoms
introduce more diverse television
shows and open up roles to minor-
ity actors that are about more than just
their race, gender, or sexuality in or-
der to expand the range of characters
that are normalized within Hollywood.

Marvel launches first female-led television show

By Rachel Spang
Class of 2015

When [ron Man took box offices by
storm in May 2008, no one could ex-
pect the tremendous success that the
Marvel Cinematic Universe franchise
would see, including over seven bil-
lion dollars pulled in at the box office
in total. While facing tremendous suc-
cess both critically and financially, the
films of the Marvel Cinematic Universe
(MCU) franchise have faced some criti-
cism for an egregious lack of diversity
in casting. White, male superheroes
make up a huge majority of the pro-
tagonists, with the only exceptions be-
ing Black Widow (Scarlett Johansson)
and Gamora (Zoe Saldana) as part of
an ensemble of heroes in The Avengers
and Guardians of the Galaxy, respec-
tively. Despite these female heroes and
the ladies involved in the ensemble cast
of ABC’s show Agents of S.H.IE.L.D,
the MCU never created a female-
headed project since its inception in
2008 before the premiere of Agent
Carter, a spin-off of the popular Cap-
tain America films, in February 2015.

Agent Carter’s greatest strength is its
complete acknowledgement of itself as
a female-driven program. Taking place
in 1940s New York, the show does not
shy away from displaying the misogyny

that Agent Peggy Carter (Hayley Atwell,
reprising her role from Captain Ameri-
ca: The First Avenger) faces in the Stra-
tegic Scientific Reserve, an intelligence
agency concerned with finding Howard
Stark, Carter’s friend and weapon in-
ventor accused of selling weapons to
enemies of the United States. Both in
the workplace and out, Agent Peggy
Carter encounters sexism that parallels
struggles that women in the workforce
still face today; she is consistently un-
derestimated by her boss Chief Dooley
(Shea Whigham), forced to give the
credit for her work to Agent Thompson
(Chad Michael Murray), and treated
as a secretary by her male colleagues.

Rather than accepting her role as a
subordinate to her coworkers, Agent
Carter begins her own investiga-
tion into the Stark case, as she and
Stark’s butler Jarvis (James D’Arcy)
attempt to clear his name. While
Agent Carter has a somewhat lengthy
amount of plot, it has enough satisfy-
ing fight scenes to tide over the action-
movie audience. Doing a majority
of the fighting herself, Atwell shines
in her combat scenes; while the con-
flicts lack the artful finesse of trained
fighters and fan favorites like Scar-
lett Johansson’s Black Widow, Agent
Carter’s simple and efficient fighting
styles are entertaining and realistic.

The writers best develop Carter’s
character, however, not when she is
disarming bad guys or cracking Rus-
sian codes, but while she attempts to
manage her personal life outside of
work, most notably her friendship with
waitress Angie Martinelli (Lyndsy Fon-
seca), an aspiring actress who brings re-
freshing comic relief to the seriousness
of the main plot. In one of the healthi-
est female friendships on television,
the two continuously confide in one
another instead of having a hostile or
competitive relationship. Carter is very
supportive of the women she works
and lives with, and she places a large
amount of importance in pure female

camaraderie. The concept is refreshing
in today's age of very little female-to-
female interaction without aggression.

Agent Carter is Marvel’s first move
towards diversifying their franchise;
they also announced plans for Black
Panther, their first film with a black
hero in a starring role, and Captain
Marvel, their first female-headed film.
While some speculate that the sudden
spike in diversity is Marvel’s competi-
tive response to DC’s announcement
of an upcoming Wonder Woman film,
the expanding representation for lead-
ing roles is a step in the right direction

for the multi-billion dollar franchise.
~ Photo/ Marvel

ABOVE: Peggy Carter fortifies her
role as a female hero in a combat scene.
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Response to gay couples on television reveals inequality

By Emily Massarelli
Class of 2015

If one takes a snapshot of the last
century, in terms of society’s accep-
tance of sexualities that vary from the
previous singular “choice” of hetero-
sexuality, the United States has ad-
vanced quite a bit. General societal
acceptance and legality—36 states
have legalized gay marriage—have
begun to favor other sexualities, spe-
cifically homosexuality. Many people
argue that said acceptance has been
fully achieved as homosexual relation-
ships may be seen in many aspects of
media; however, the response to this
presence within television for instance
may exemplify the exact lack of accep-
tance our country has yet to overcome.

The presence of gay couples on
television began in less popular soap
operas and was seen as yet another
controversy-stirring characteristic of
the genre, which its viewers ate up as
usual. Since this particular growth in
presence, the normalcy of homosexual
couples or otherwise on television has
grown substantially. Various dramas,
thrillers, and comedies have embraced
the presence of relationships other than
heterosexual ones—as this is much
more representative of a realistic soci-
ety. However, presence does not trans-
late to acceptance and the variance in
audience reactions to gay kisses and
relationships exemplify that in terms
of acceptance versus homophobia,
our culture still has a long way to go.

The shows that have featured ho-
mosexual couples range in genre, as
well as audience age range. Not sur-

prisingly, the least backlash and con-
troversy comes from preteen or teen
audiences for shows such as Pretty
Little Liars (ABC Family), The Fosters
(ABC Family), and Teen Wolf (MTV).
The growth in aceeptance among
youth of homosexual couples on tele-
vision parallels the overall growth
in gay acceptance among younger
generations—for the most part. This
growth in itself presents hope despite
blooming controversy that remains.

Perhaps one of the most prevalent
milestones in acceptance of differing
sexuality on television was the triumph
of Ellen DeGeneres. On her 1998 sit-
com Ellen, the main character (Ellen
DeGeneres) comes out to her therapist
(Oprah Winfrey) in a scene meant to
parallel Ellen’s true coming-out. Un-
fortunately, in response to the revela-
tion that Ellen is gay, the sitcom was
canceled due to a loss of audience
majority. Ironically, she now has a net
worth of 285 million dollars thanks to
her highly popular talk show. In a sim-
ilarly unfortunate manner—although to
a lesser degree—many popular shows
of 2015 receive negative audience
response or ratings due to an intro-
duction of homosexual relationships

The highly popular drama Empire
which premiered January of this year
experienced first-hand the shocking-
ly negative response of audiences to
gay relations within their show. Writ-
er, director, and producer Lee Dan-
iels remarked that the show’s focus
group “was at a ten until the two men
kiss. So at the end the questioner asks,
'why is it a zero when two men kiss?'
And you knew that the hundred peo-

ple in the room — a hundred people
in the room, most of them, 90 percent,
95 percent of them were heterosexu-
al — didn’t want to admit to their ho-
mophobia so they just sort of look at
the floor—it’s like not admitting to be a
racist...'But can you tell me why you’re
at a zero? Why do you go from a ten
to a zero?' Because it’s unaccepted.”

A close comparison to Empire’s
controversial situation is AMC’s The
Walking Dead. Recently, the show fea-
tured a gay couple who shared a kiss
upon finding out that one their loved
ones were alive. A single kiss, which
led to a drop in ratings and uproar
amongst fans. These are fans who can
handle seeing a young boy shoot his
own mother in the head, but apparent-
ly cannot handle a single kiss simply
because it is shared by two men. Actor
Ross Marquand, who plays Aaron, one
half of the couple, remarks that “When

ABOVE: A gay man leans in for a kiss in
one of The Walking Dead's controversial
scenes.

Photo/AMC

you lose someone, or you feel that you
have lost someone, it doesn’t matter
what the situation is, you mourn them
and you miss them and you want them
back and you will do anything in your
power to protect the ones you love.”

What Marquand is saying in a more
blunt manner: their characters are dis-
playing genuine human emotion which
should not be changed by their sexual
orientation. Everyone is human and ev-
eryone is the same, regardless of their
sexuality. The intolerance of relation-
ships that differ from heterosexuality
that still remains in television is merely
representative of the intolerance within
society as a whole. Until everyone can
come to terms with the fact that one’s
sexuality is not superior or inferior to
another, and that we are all equal as hu-
mans, the struggle to find an equilibri-
um of varying sexualities on television,
and in return within society, remains.

Jon Stewart’s departure from 74e Daily Show

poses

By Natalie Luongo
Class of 2016

The news can be less than trust-
worthy these days. From Fox News
and MSNBC’s overt partisanship to
Brian Williams’ recent admission that
he lied to the public, it is hard to find
someone who will deliver the news
without bending the truth. Surpris-
ingly, many millennials have found
that person in a comedian. Political
commentator and comedian Jon Stew-
art’s position on Comedy Central’s
The Daily Show with Jon Stewart has
made him one of the most unexpected-

Photo/Comedy Central

ABOVE: Jon Stewart has been an influential
figure in both comedy and politics for years.

questions

ly influential individuals of the decade.

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart has
had a larger influence on politics than
any other show today. By connecting
comedy and political commentary,
Stewart makes current events easy to
digest for those who are disinterested
by more serious reporting on actual
news networks. His show is also acces-
sible—short, five-minute clips avail-
able on Comedy Central’s website and
app make it easy for young people with
short attention spans to watch Stewart.

Admittedly, Stewart is not a substi-
tute for real news. He presents a liber-
ally-biased view on events and espe-

about

cially enjoys skewering conservatives.
However, he also mocks some liberals
and is not afraid to point out corruption
or lies where he sees them. He scorned
Hillary Clinton last month for using a
personal email and refusing to release
correspondance, and enjoys deriding
CNN for their partisan politics. The
media on both sides of the aisle is a
frequent target. Fox News is an obvi-
ous victim for a liberal comedian’s jabs,
but Stewart also criticizes MSNBC
and other liberal sources. Even if he is
guilty of it himself, Stewart points out
the bias that runs rampant in the media.
Another one of his targets is the gov-
ernment. Stewart loves to poke fun at
Congress for its deliberations, and his
exasperation with its ineffectiveness is
echoed by many members of the pub-
lic. Congress is receiving its lowest ap-
proval ratings ever in current surveys.
If the Daily Show has any negative
repercussions, it is that it has contribut-
ed to a culture of apathy and cynicism.
Jon Stewart’s sarcasm is contagious,
and his scathing criticisms of society
do not provide any suggestions for its
improvement. The show is not very
constructive. However, in an age where
most comedy shows are busy crack-
ing jokes about pot and sex, the Daily
Show is a more educated alternative. Its
informed comedy is more productive
than any Seth Rogen movie a Come-
dy Central viewer could be watching.
Stewart is ranked as one of the

comedian’s

future

most influential and trustworthy peo-
ple today. In a TIME poll after Walter
Cronkite’s death, readers chose Stewart
as the most trusted newscaster on tele-
vision. Despite his efforts to be seen as
a comedian, he has emerged as a polit-
ical figure, having more influence on
young opinions than many politicians.
Stewart’s success is also reflected in
his show’s status as a launching pad for
comedic greats. Steve Carell, Stephen
Colbert, John Oliver, Frozen voice ac-
tor Josh Gad, and SNL “Weekend Up-
date” anchor Michael Che all got their
starts as correspondents with Stewart.

Jon Stewart’s future is unsure as he
leaves the Daily Show. He wrote and di-
rected a film last year, Rosewater, about
a journalist arrested in Iran, which re-
ceived lukewarm reviews. It is possible
that he could return to television or cin-
ema with more stories about persecuted
journalists in this country or abroad.
His fans have speculated Stewart may
also go into politics. It would not be
the first time an entertainment star ran
for office, with Arnold Schwarzenegger
and Ronald Reagan as precedents. He
could also have a career in serious jour-
nalism ahead, as Brian Williams’ post
as NBC anchor may open up. Stew-
art is a frequent critic of convention-
al news channels, but he could make
a change by getting into the field. No
matter what his course of action, even
retirement could not erase Stewart’s
legacy as a seminal figure in politics.
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Burchesky shines at international curling championship

By Lucy Lynch
Class of 2015

Last year, the world tuned in to NBC
to catch the Primetime events of the
2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi. As
usual, most watched the Olympics for
their favorite events. Statistically, Ice
Hockey and Figure Skating are the most
popular winter sports featured, but one
ice event often goes unnoticed — curl-
ing. Most know of it and what it looks
like, but know none of the rules and
physical preparation curling requires.

However, one Walpole High
School  student knows all of
this:  senior  Jenna  Burchesky.

Having excelled in curling for the past
six years, this month, she represented the
United States in the Optimist Under-18
International Curling Championship.
This annual, invite-only competi-
tion gives junior curlers from the
United States, Canada, and Japan
the opportunity to compete against
each other. The competition start-
ed on April Ist and continued un-
til the 5th in Edmonton, Alberta.

Curling is an ice sport, played by
two teams of four players. Each player
slides a 40-pound granite rock, or stone
across the ice towards a common target,
sweeping after the slide in order to get
the rock closer to its mark. The team
which gets more of its rocks closer to
the center of the target is the winner.

“Curling is an extremely hard sport.
It is a game of precision and inches.
You could win or lose a game just by an
inch. An extensive amount of strategy
goes into the game because just like any
other sport you can win or lose a game
on strategy alone,” said Burchesky.

Returning for the 2014-2015 season,

Burchesky’s team won the regional
championship as Team Massachusetts
under the advising of the former USA
Curling Coach. After nine round robin
games, a tie breaker, and three medal
games, the team headed to the gold med-
al round; a win meant the opportunity
to represent the United States at Worlds
in Estonia. Despite coming up short —
her team lost 6-10 — their silver medal
and title of second best junior women’s
curling team in the nation earned
the team great recognition.
“After my team’s performance at
Nationals this year, the United States
Curling Association decided that
my teammate Allison Howell and I
would represent the USA at the Op-
timist International Junior Curling
Championships,” said Burchesky.
A third generation curler, Burchesky
started competitively curling with the
backing of her family six years ago.
On her curling team, Burchesky attends
ice practice six days a week and works
out at the gym in her downtime. Her
competitions are frequent — almost ev-
ery weekend — and usually three or four
days long. Not only are her competitions
long, but they also often require lengthy
travel. In addition to the New England
area, Burchesky’s team frequents Mary-
land, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Wis-
consin and North Dakota, and some-
times even outside the United States.
Additionally, the practice for compe-
tition is vigorous. Burchesky stress-
es the need for physical fitness. She
said, “A huge part of curling is endur-
ance. The main muscles used are bi-
ceps, quads, and abs.” Even though
many do not know the rules of curl-
ing and what is requires physically,
the sport is intense, strategic, and one

 Photo/ Burchesky Family
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ABOVE: Senior Jenna Burchesky and her skip placed ninth
in the world among competition from Japan and Canada.

that requires great athletic strength.

Burchesky has been competing to
represent the Eastern US for the past
six years; however, she first quali-
fied for Junior Nationals during the
2013-2014 season. At Junior Nation-
als, the top ten teams in the country
play head-to-head to determine the
USA representative at the World Ju-
nior Championships. In 2013, her team
of four players and an alternate hailed
from Maryland, Massachusetts, New

Jersey, and Wisconsin. Here, her team
represented the state of Maryland as
it was the home state of their “skip,”
the team captain. In her first Junior
Nationals, Burchesky’s team placed
fifth in the Round Robin tournament.

At the Optimist International Cham-
pionship last week, Burchesky and
her team were ultimately very suc-
cessful, placing ninth overall in Ed-
monton, an impressive feat for a first-
time international competition team.

20 games In 40 days: baseball and softball adapt
changes due to record-breaking snow

to schedule

By Colleen O’Connor
Class of 2015

Snow.

To almost every resident of Mas-
sachusetts, this word has become the
dirtiest four-letter word in the book
this winter. Due to an unprecedented,
record-breaking 108.6 inches of snow
and six snow days this year, the snow
has become even more of a prob-
lem now than when it started falling.

“Normally, there’s about 12 inches
of frost on the baseball fields when
the season starts,” said Athletic Di-
rector and Baseball Head Coach Bill
Tompkins. “This year, there’s more
like 40-48 inches of frost. That’s al-
most four times the normal amount.”

Even though all teams are affected
to a degree by the snow, Baseball and
Softball are the two most directly af-
fected because they play their games
on Eldracher Field and Chauncey
Smith Field, both grass fields partially
shaded by a treeline. Because of these
snow-covered fields, Walpole Soft-
ball has their first scheduled game on
April 20 at home against Bridgewater-
Raynham, while Walpole Baseball
plays on April 18 at Mansfield. In
other words, the teams have a month

of pre-season practices before their
first game; then, they have five and
a half weeks to play twenty games.
The two teams spend their entire
practice in the gym or running laps in
the parking lot for conditioning drills,
but they have not gotten much practice
with the mechanics. Coach Tompkins
even had his athletes start shoveling
out Eldracher Field once the tempera-
tures rose and the snow started to melt.
“Although we are hoping to get some
time out on the turf and any other out-
door space that we can, that still may
take a few weeks,” said Softball Head
Coach Rachael Sprague. “I've ordered
some new training equipment so that we
can get creative with our drills indoors.”
On March 17, the MIAA met and
made the executive decision to move
the regular season cutoff date back
a week to make it easier for both
coaches and athletes to schedule and
play as many games as possible.
Most teams have elected to push back
the start of their seasons by two weeks
or more now that a decision has been
made, especially Baseball and Softball,
two teams that now don’t start until
the first weekend of April Vacation.
To make up for lost time, many teams
will have to play more games a week

than athletes are used to.
“Once we start playing
games, we could end up
having double headers,
more than four games
a week, etc. so having
another week after Me-
morial Day will give
us a little more room to
breathe because we'll be
able to schedule make-
up games that week,”
said Coach  Sprague.
The MIAA’s inaction
on the subject until re-
cently makes it harder
for coaches to pick var-
sity rosters, as coaches had no idea
whether or not to expect to play
their first game until recently. They
waited until the season had started
to make the call, stalling preparation
for a sports season that now, for most
teams, will not start for a few weeks.
“The MIAA should have made a de-
cision by now,” said Coach Tompkins.
“This is something that hasn’t happened
in the 42 years I’ve been here. There’s
too much snow to plow off the fields.”
Though this winter has officially been
deemed the snowiest winter in Boston
and still feels like it hasn’t ended, there
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ABOVE: As of March 5, Eldracher field
had almost four feet of snow that needed
to melt before the baseball team could
take the field.

is a light at the end of the tunnel. The
temperatures are slowly rising, the snow
is melting faster than people thought it
would. While the MIAA change pro-
vides some flexibility for game sched-
uling, coaches will need to adapt to
the twenty games over forty days.

“Everyone is in the same boat,”
said Coach Sprague. “It only makes
sense to push the season back. We are
going to be scrambling to make up
all of these early season games over
vacations, weekends, and in May.”
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Boys Lacrosse gears_up for conference schedule

By Ben Brownsword
Class 0of 2016

“Before our season opener we
played on turf twice,” said junior at-
tackman Ben Lucas. It’s not com-
mon for a team to practice on a park-
ing lot right up to the season opener,
but such is the case when Mother
Nature spits out over nine feet of
snow in the span of a month or so.

The lack of proper practice showed
in the season opener, when the Rebels
were demolished by Dover-Sherborn
on March 31. However, Walpole was
recovered and won their next game, a
home affair against Scituate on April 4.

Dover-Sherborn — the squad that
went one and one in back-to-back
Division III State Finals in 2013 and
2014 — has been one of the best la-
crosse programs in the state for a
number of years. They came into the
2015 season keeping two of the finest
attackmen in the state; one, sopho-
more Bailey Laidman, is a commit to
the prestigious University of North
Carolina and another is a commit to
Bryant University in Rhode Island.

Their attacking talent was evident
immediately as their high-powered
offense scored seven goals in the
first quarter alone. Walpole struggled
to keep up with the frenetic pace of
Dover-Sherborn’s  attackmen, only
scoring two goals in that time frame.

In the second quarter, Dover-

Photos/ Alex Otero

LEFT: Seniors CaptainJohn Stanton (#4) and Trevor Brady (#9) goforthe ground ball awgainstthe Scituate attackman.
RIGHT: Sophomore Owen Hunter (#3) and Senior Matthew McCarthy (#17)w swarm a Scituate player.

Sherborn’s dominance continued.
Although they only scored one goal
in the quarter, they held the ball for
the majority of the quarter and did
well to stymie the Walpole attack.
However, junior goalie Charlie
Harrington laid a massive hit on
a Dover-Sherborn attackman that
psyched up the Rebel bench, and
there was finally a bright spot as se-
nior attackman Mike Mazzotta scored
the 3rd goal of the half for Wal-
pole. “I felt good after I scored that
goal. I thought we were going to get
right back in it in the second half.”

Walpole was still shut out for the
remainder of the quarter, and went
into the half down five goals with
the score at 8-3. Although Walpole
looked to have a little momentum

after the Mazzotta goal, Dover-Sher-
born came out of the half roaring.
They scored six unanswered goals
in the third, including a stretch of play
where they scored a goal, won the fa-
ceoff, worked the ball down the field
and scored again in under a minute.
Going into the fourth, the score
was 14-3 and out of the reach for
the Rebels. Senior midfielder Sea-
mus Ford scored two goals in the
closing quarter to Dover-Sherborn’s
one, but it was not nearly enough
as the Rebels finally fell 15-5.
After the dismal defeat — albeit

to one of the premier lacrosse pro-
grams in the state — Walpole bounced
back against Scituate four days later.
The Rebels dominated posses-
sion from the outset and maintained

the lead for almost the entire game
to win by a score of 9-6. They were
led by two goals from senior mid-
fielder Tim McNamara, along with
a goal and two assists from se-
nior attackman Tom DiCalogero.

The win will come as a big morale
boost for the Rebels with Bay State
conference matchups beginning on
April 10 when the Rebels host Brook-
line. Walpole will play potent rivals
Wellesley and Needham — both of
whom are rated in the top 10 Divi-
sion I programs by the Boston Her-
ald — in the upcoming two weeks.

After the 1-1 start with a diffi-
cult schedule forthcoming, Walpole
will need to keep the momentum
from their Scituate win and continue
it into their conference schedule.

Revised Spring Schedules:

For updated sports scores and schedules throughtout the
season, go to the sports and schedules tab on whstherebel-
lion.com and select spring sports.

WALPOLE HIGH
4/41/)7/7/‘

BASEBALL (0-0) April 14 at Dedham 4:00 April 22 at Framingham 10:00am TRACK AND FIELD: Conor Mur-
April 18 at Mansfield 11:00  April 16 vs Needham 4:00  April 29 vs Milton 3:45 tagh (Bridgewater State University)
April 22 vs Brookline TBA ~ April 21 at Barnstable 12:00  April 29 vs Wellesley 3:45  3rd overall at Dartmouth Relays for
April 24 vs Mansfield 3:00 April 23 at St. John’s Prep, TBA  May 6 vs Norwood 3:45 60 meter hurdles in 8.32s, named
April 25 vs Needham 3:45  April 25 vsTBA,TBD May 13 at Natick 3:45 MASCAC Athlete of the Week four
April 27 vs Dedham 3:45  April 28 at Milton 4:00 May 20 at Dedham 3:45 times (2/9, 3/9, 3/16, 4/6), 4th over-
April 29 vs Norwood 3:45 May 1 at Weymouth 4:00 May 26 BSC Meet 5:00 all at NCAA Division IIT Meet (7.96s
May 1 at Weymouth 3:45  May 5  vs Framingham 7:15pm prelims, 8.09s finals), All-American;
May 2 vs Wellesley 3:30  May 7 at Braintree 4:00 BOYS TENNIS (0-0) Gina Conti (UNH), five meet appear-
May 4 vs Framingham 3:45 May 9 at Xaverian 1:00 April 15 at Dedham 3:45 ances, 500 meter run personal best
May 6 at Braintree 3:45 May 12 vs Natick 7:15pm  April 16 vs CM 4:00 1:19.97, 400 meter dash personal best
May 8 at Natick 7:00pm May 14 vs Norwood 7:15pm  April 22 at King Philip 12:00 1:01.54; PJ Hayes (UCONN), 6 meet
May 9 vs Natick 1:00  May 18 at King Philip 4:00  April 27 vs Needham 3:45|  appearances, 4th best time in Ameri-
May 11 at Wellesley 3:45 ~ May 22 atNewton North 4:00  April 29 at Milton 3:45|  can Athletic Conference this season
May 13 vs Milton 3:45 May 27 vs Wellesley 7:15pm ~ May 1 vs Braintree 3:45 in the 60 meter dash (6.81), 7th best
May 16 at Milton 3:30 May 4 at Weymouth 3:45  time in American Athletic Conference
May 18 at Dedham 6:00pm  GIRLS LACROSSE (1-0) May 5 at Norwood 3:45|  this season with his 21.55s 200 meter
May 20 at Norwood 7:00pm April 6  vs King Philip W 15-11 May 6 vs Framingham 3:45 dash; Connor McCarthy (Northeast-
May 22 vs Braintree 3:45 April 9 at Foxborough 4:00  May 8 vs Milton 3:45  ern), 9th in the long jump at BU’s sea-
May 26  at Newton North 3:45 April 10 at Brookline 4:00  May 11 at Braintree 3:45  son opener with 5.69 meters, 7.46 60
May 28 vs Brookline 4:00 April 14 vs Dedham 4:00 May 13 vs Natick 3:45  meter dash, 2:46.77 1000 meter run.

April 16 at Needham 4:00  May 14 vs Dedham 3:45 BASKETBALL: Ryan  Fogarty
SOFTBALL (0-0) April 24 at King Philip 4:00  May 18 vs Norwood 3:45  (Wheaton College), 24 games, 581
April 20 vs B-R 1:00  April 28 at Milton 4:00  May 19 at CM 3:45  minutes, average 10.0 pts/game;
April 24 vs OA11:00am April 30 vs Foxborough 7:00pm May 21 at Natick 6:00 Adam Quinlan (Salve Regina Uni-
April 25 at Needham 3:00  May | vs Weymouth 7:00pm ~ May 26  at Newton North 3:45 versity), 25 games, started 20,
April 27 at Dedham 3:45 May 5 at Framingham 4:00 May 27 vs Wellesley 3:45 548 minutes, 6.9 pts/game; Tim
April 29 vs Norwood 3:45 May 7 vs Braintree 7:00pm May 29 vs Brookline 3:45 Gallivan ~ (Wesleyan  University),
May 1 vs Weymouth 3:45  May 9 at Mansfield TBA 25 games, 272 minutes, 2.9 pts/
May 2 at Wellesley 3:30  May 11 vs D-S 7:00pm game; Scott Arsenault (Lasell Col-
May 4 at Framingham 3:45  May 12 at Natick 4:00  GIRLS TENNIS (0-0) lege), 22 games, 404 minutes, 231
May 6 vs Braintree 3:45 ~ May 14 at Norwood 4:00  April 15 vs Dedham 3:45  pts total, 10.5 pts/game; Bridget
May 8 vs Natick 3:45 May 19 vs Medway 7:00pm April 17 vs Randolph 3:45 Nicholson (Wheaton College), 21
May 9 at Natick 1:00  May 22 vs Newton North 7:00pm  April 22 vs King Philip 12:00{  games, 1.5 pts/game, 110 mins total.
May 10 atB-R2:00 May 27 at Wellesley 4:00  April 27 at Needham 3:45| SWIMMING: Danielle Sauve (RPI),
May 11 vs Wellesley 3:45 April 29 vs Milton 3:45 Set school record in 400 freestyle re-
May 13 at Milton 3:45  BOYS TRACK (0-0) May 1 at Braintree 3:45  lay (3:35.58), All-Liberty League First
May 16 vs Milton 3:30 April 15 vs Braintree 3:45 May 4 vs Weymouth 3:45 Team in 500 Freestyle and 400 Indi-
May 18 vs Dedham 3:45 April 22 at Framingham 10:00am May 5 vs Norwood 3:45 vidual Medley, All-Liberty League
May 20 at Norwood 3:45 April 29 vs Milton 3:45 May 6 at Framingham 3:45 Second Team in 400 Freestyle Relay,
May 21 at OA 3:45 April 29 vs Wellesley 3:45 May 8 at Milton 3:45 200 and 400 Medley Relay, and 200
May 26  vs Newton North 3:45 May 6 vs Norwood 3:45  May 11 vs Braintree 3:45|  Freestyle, Liberty League Rookie
May 28 at Brookline 4:00  May 13 at Natick 3:45 May 13 at Natick 3:45| ~ of the Year; Jessica Sauve (RPI),

May 20 at Dedham 3:45 May 14 at Dedham 3:45 Set school record in 400 free relay
BOYS LACROSSE (1-1) May 26 BSC Meet 5:00  May 18 at Norwood 3:45|  (3:35.58), All-Liberty League Second
March 31 vs D-SL 15-5 May 26  vs Newton North 3:45  Team in 200 and 400 Freestyle Relay.
April 4 vs Scituate W 9-6  GIRLS TRACK (0-0) May 27 at Wellesley 3:45f HOCKEY: Michaela Tosone (UMass
April 10 vs Brookline 4:00 April 15 vs Braintree 3:45 May 29 at Brookline 3:45 Ambherst), 33 games, 43 points.
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At last — a checking account chock e Free eBanking services
full of freebies with no strings attached. - Unlimited POS and debit card

Stop in to learn more and open your transactions
Free-For-All Checking account? - Free POS and ATM withdrawals
* Free specialty checks at SUM machines
e No monthly service fee - Rebates of up to 4 ATM surcharges
e No minimum balance requirement Per F:alendar .month
* No direct deposit requirement - Online Banking
e No ATM, debit or ACH requirements - eStatements _
e Free mobile banking coming soon! - Online Bill Payment with CheckFree
Get a $25
iTunes®Gift Card at
account opening.

ﬂ Norwood Bank

You count.

] 11 Central Street, Norwood, MA 02062 781-762-1800 www.norwoodbank.com n
/. | SUM Member FDIC/Member SIF

*Free-For-All Checking is available for consumer accounts. Businesses and non-consumer accounts are not eligible. A minimum initial deposit of $25 is
required to open the account. This account does not pay interest. If you use ATMs that display the SUM logo, you will not pay a surcharge. Up to four
ATM surcharges will be automatically reimbursed per calendar month. New checking account customers to Norwood Bank are eligible to receive the free
gift card offer. Gift card is awarded at account opening. Limit one free gift card per household. Some exceptions may apply. Customer may receive a
1099-INT for the gift card. Apple®is not a participant in, or a sponsor of this promotion. iTunes® is a registered trademark of Apple, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Captain Allie Morris competes at New Balance Nationals

Photo/ Lisa McArthur

ABOVE: Senior Allie Morris places seventh in her heat at Nationals with
her second fastest time in her career, 11:16.21.

By Katie Carter
Class of 2015

Senior Captain Allie Morris, who is
committed to run Division I at UMass
Lowell next year, represented the town
of Walpole at the New Balance National
Indoor Track meet on March 13, 2015.
Morris competed in the two mile race
with 29 girls from across the country.
With her second fastest two mile time in
her track career (11:16.21), Morris fin-
ished 7th in the first heat of the Emerging
Elite, and 18th out of the 30 girls who
ran for the Emerging Elite nationals.

“It was an awesome experience to
compete at Nationals against some
of the best girls in the country,” said
Morris. “I didn’t run my best time, but
I thought I ran a pretty smart race.”
Ranked third in her heat, she did not
make any significant moves during the
first mile. The pack ran the first quarter
mile quicker than expected, paced at a
5:19 minute mile. Morris remained in
the back end of the pack until the mile
mark, around 5:30, when she broke
from the pack and sprinted up 5 plac-
es. About seven minutes into the race,
the entire pack of girls broke, creat-
ing a leading pack and chasing pack
about 15 meters behind. Morris found
herself in the middle of the two, set-
ting the pace for the chasing pack. At
the end of the race, with the first place
runner finishing in 11:00.36, Morris
placed seventh, just 16 seconds after.

“Morris ran one of her smartest
races,” said Head Coach Conor Cash-

man. “She knew that first mile was go-
ing to be fast, so she sat back and let
others do the hard work, so she could
save her kick for the second mile .”

Exactly one month earlier, at the Di-
vision III Championship Meet, Mor-
ris placed second with her season best
of 11:07.23, her fastest two mile of
her career. This time also leaves her
ranked second All-Time in the Wal-
pole Indoor Track and Field Record
Books. The time also qualified Morris
for the New Balance National Meet,
which had an entry standard of 11:12.

With her second place finish at the
Division III meet, Morris also quali-
fied to compete at All-States on Febru-
ary 21, 2015. Here, she placed 14 out
of 25 girls with a time of 11:27.23.

Over the course of the winter season,
Morris established herself as the second
fastest two mile runner in the Bay State
League, and the seventh fastest in the
one mile. At the Bay State Conference
Championship on February 4, 2014,
Morris ran the one mile in order to im-
prove her speed for the two mile. In
the second lap of the race, Morris fell,
but she was able to get back up, and
finish second with a time of 5:15.49.

Going into the upcoming spring sea-
son, Morris will continue to focus on
the two mile and also on the one mile.
“This spring I would like to break
11 minutes in the two mile and place
higher at the state meet,” said Morris.
“I also would like to lower my mile
time, and my split for the 4x8 and
hopefully go to Nationals as a relay.”

Dowd to replace Tompkins as Athletic Director in 2015

By Olivia O’Brien
Class of 2015

For the last four weeks, Principal
Stephen Imbusch, with the help of an
Athletic Director Search Committee,
narrowed down a field of over forty
candidates to three finalists: Dave St.
Martin, a math teacher and the Varsity
Boys Basketball coach at WHS; Eric
Karjel, Hopkinton High School’s cur-
rent Athletic Director; and lastly, Ron
Dowd, the Varsity Boys Hockey coach
and also the head of Walpole High’s
Transition (S.C.O.R.E.) Program. Af-
ter careful consideration, Principal
Imbusch elected Mr. Dowd on April 8
to take over the reigns of the Walpole
Athletic Department starting next fall.

For the last six years, Walpole Athlet-
ic Director Bill Tompkins oversaw nu-
merous Walpole Athletic accomplish-
ments in his career: the 2013 Porker
State Championship, the 2013 Boys
Soccer South Sectional Championship,
and the 2014 Boys Cross Country Divi-
sion IIT State Championship. Although
Mr. Tompkins was not directly a part
of the selection committee, he spoke
on behalf of Mr. Dowd’s character as
Walpole Boys Hockey Head Coach.

“He’s been the hockey coach
for three years and has been run-
ning his program much by the book
and how I believe Walpole sports
should be run,” said Mr. Tompkins.

Before coming to Walpole, Dowd
was an assistant coach at Ashland High
School after head coaching at Wey-
mouth High School from 1995-2000.
In 2012, Dowd coached his first sea-
son for Walpole High’s Boys Hockey
team. Along with being the Head Boys
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ABOVE: New Athletic Director, Ron Dowd, accepted his new position on April 8.

Hockey Coach, Dowd has also been the
Head of the Transition Program for the
two years of the program’s existence, a
position where he helps students with
prolonged absences catch up on their
makeup work befor fully returning to
their classes. Similar to the athletic
director position, his current position
as Head of the Transition Program re-
quires him to work with many different
stakeholders (parent, students, admin-
istrators, teachers) in the community.

“Not only is [Dowd] very good with
parents and students, but he also com-
municates well and is very organized.
I think he will be a very good per-
son for this job,” said Mr. Tompkins.

As for adjustments from his job in
the high school’s transition program
to athletic director, time consumption
will be a major factor. However, Dowd
believes his previous experience in
Walpole will give him an advantage.

“I already know a lot of the parents,
teachers, and town hall members so
that’s going to help me big time and
play to my strengths,” said Mr. Dowd.

Having been present for three of
Mr. Tompkin’s six years as athlet-
ic director, Mr. Dowd learned a lot
from Coach Tompkin’s leadership.

Mr. Dowd said, “Tompkins has been
a great mentor hockey wise, school
wise, and in life. The way he handles

himself, he’s a great inspiration.”
When asked, Mr. Dowd did not com-
ment on whether or not he will return
to the hockey program next season.
“With a lot more responsibil-
ity, I'll have to be here a lot
more next year,” said Mr. Dowd.
One thing for sure that Mr. Dowd
looks forward to doing is creating a
website for Walpole High athletics to
incorporate online registration. How-
ever, Mr. Dowd believes that Mr. Tomp-
kins has already built a solid founda-
tion for Walpole’s athletic program.
“I hope to continue the tradi-
tion of Coach Tompkins and oth-
ers before him,” Dowd said.
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